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Barnes & Noble under attack

coriservatives

by

'Br MaLcoLm Jones In, ;
OTTIE HALL HAS NEVER AGTUALLY

seon books by p phars Jock
'S‘Lturmorl)lﬂdH d’u:;.thBul.m

o B%-year-old Lid
church staff member in mh:;h.m, Aln,,
she's seen of images Fom

photocopies
Sturgas’s “Radiant Identitles” and Hamil-
ton's “The Age of Innocence.” *It makes
mea sick,” says Hall. “And I minored
in art in ™

P
E'l: “Piss Christ,” an mage of a eruci-
abeaker of urine. But the naked
children in the Sturges and Hamil-
ton “are axposed to
things shouldn't have in
their . I'd expact to
find books like that in an
adult-book stors, not s na-
tional chain.”

Last summer anti-abore
ton activist Randall Te
brgan using his radio t
show to urge pecpla to

protest against Barnes &
Noble atores for selling
books by the two photogra-
phers, Sitce then, more than
:;] ests have been l;tlgad
states, as peop try to
persuade ths chain to stop car-
rying the books, Conservative
a;x;-:ﬁs such aa Focua on the
Farnily have also sought to
have Barnes & Noble prose-
guotﬂ on obscenity charges,
, only grand juries in
bama and Tennesies
have returned indictmants
against the chain (and in
Tennessee, only for misdemeanor
charges). The company was targeted for
protest because it’s 5o big. “If Goliath falls,
then the whole carth trembles.” says Torry,
Byt Goliath is fighting back. The chuin,
which has nearly 800 superstores, denies
obscenity charges and has declared in g
statement that “under no circumstances wil|
we remove books from our shelves,”
While the protesters have had linle logal
succray, the cass has misad again some L rou-

B8 newwywirrx maRCH 9, 19yh

ensorship Issues, Last week The New

Iimes| ran an editorlal defending

& Noble under the First Amend-

call the protests “a
i . But pro-
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by & " Pru;nd Hamilton
ﬂmn 335 states s
rk that runy aloul o vid-
ous state ghild-gornography laws, in which
the standards fof obscenity are murkier,

Whut ezuctly [are In the buoks? Sturges,
whose work is {n the Museum of Modemn
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Art, focuses on nudist familins, in black-
and-white images that are beautifully com=
posed and £-thud Muny of the works in
“Radiant Identities” were shot on beaches
in France (with his subjects’ coopayation),
Hamilton offers :F an endless array of
gauzy colot shots of girls on the cu;r o{pu-
barty and just beyond, aceompanied by coy
text from romantic poetry. Both of them
mn?mijﬂ vli:wr: in lssues of childhood and
early adolsscent sexuality, enough to make
even the staunchest Hbaral ¢ And
neither doss so with the depth and com-

plexity of a great let pher lke the con-
troversial Sally unnTouda Sturges’s im-
ages at least have a frash-alr simplidz;
Both photographers have been on the de-
fensive iefon b ect of

o8 was the s
an FBI child o probebutﬁjlfedo
eral grand jury woul

t indict him. He
drgues that his attackers “instruct people
in shame l:;»-h0 sting that there is
L som mxhumnbodythuu
¢ inherently gross.” Hamilton, who's
. been attacked in his native Britain for
B his pictures, defends his work as
i “erotic” not pornographic.
E Most d-pornography laws
were mzjmt to protect (hf;t;:dab
age subjects of pictures Bex-
ual abuse, More recent lagisla-
tion expandad the definition
to includs not just images of

nors but nude ninors
whers, aocording to a
Supreme Court decision,
"lascivious exhibition of
the genitals or publc srea”
2 be demanstrated,
: ut etutors are wary
F of :hf.': newer laws be-
causa they're vague. In
Kansas, n county prosscutar
suggested that egislators
with & mora
specific law for her to take ac-
tion; protosters atarted a petition
drive and got a Jury eon-
venad anyway, which has yet to rule,
Authorities are going after hard-core
child porn, says Chris Finan, president of
| ;.J_: American Bocknn;:t Foundation for
| Free aslon, “But they aron't going af+
ter Bm &r Noble bacauss they ml.'ﬂ this
{sn't ehild pornography.” Even Alan Sears,
former hasd of President Reagan’s pornog-
raphy commission. coneurs. “I'm as conser-
vative a guy as you'll Interview,” aa
Sears, who makes |t clear he's offended g;
the baoks. “But [t's not eonstitutionally for-
bidden matet{al in thesa books,” Protecting
innocencs versus ths right to free expres-
sion: this Is Just the Iatast skirmish in our
langest-running cultutal erar,
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